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A Truly Wingnut Proposal
(people will call us sellouts for this one)

Voting is bourgeois and reformist, but can voting lead to revolutionary aims?  No it
can’t, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be used as a revolutionary weapon.  They say
“democracy”, and the revolutionaries in this historical period should say “let’s vote”.
Revolutionaries can’t lose.  Here’s how it goes.

Most(if not all) voting is for crooked politicians to represent us.  But in Washington State
we can put anything on the ballet.  Someone even tried to get annoying car headlights on
during the day against the law!  Anything can happen.  We propose a county-wide ballet.

We propose that Thurston County succeeds from the United States, the State of
Washington, Thurston County government, and the city and town governments therein.
The initiative could read like this ( if people wanted it to):

“We, the people of Cascadia succeed from all governments.  From this day forward we
are a free, independent place in the world for people and all life forms.  We reject hierarchy
and exploitation of all kinds.  We will create our own social interactions.  We will live
free for our selves and our children.”

With this proposal launched into the public dialogue, the dichotomy of Left and Right
will melt.  The establishment will laugh at first and then it will have to defend itself in
some form of the “you need a master” argument.  All those rightwing “rednecks and
trailer trash,” as many liberals would call them now, would be happy to not pay any taxes
or bank loans and be left alone.  All the “crazy ass liberals”, as many country folk call
them, would be confused by their own rhetoric coming back to destroy the same
civilization they faithfully defend.  Everyone will be a little confused by signs across
Thurston County saying “vote for freedom” and the signs actually meaning what they
say.

Everyone is fed up with this system but most don’t know what to do about it.  Most
people sit around and complain about things and don’t think about or organize ways to
change things.  The system tells people voting is the “ONLY REAL WAY TO CHANGE
THINGS!”.  Change by any other way would be “radical” and therefore against the law.
Anything radical is scary to people.  Voting isn’t radical, or is it?

If this measure failed, people might talk about other ways to achieve their own liberation.
If the measure passed, the American democracy myth would truly die when they send in
the army on us, and invade our sovereign anti-nation.  Would anyone in Thurston County
or the whole US vote again if that happened? The worst thing that could happen is the
vote passes and our own disorganization makes us come crawling back.  But there is
enough land to feed everyone if we get it together.

If armed insurrection isn’t the answer right now, what is?  Could
voting for liberation at least help people think about change?
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Pirate Press Presents:

Pay the preacherman
In these times of christian crusades, World War Three and genocide, we salute
our troops who are out risking their lives and freedoms for greater amounts of
freedom.  Our anarchist troops are truly inspirational.

As our resistance to fascism increases, so will our support for our POWs rotting
in jail. We will continue fighting for the release of all POWs and the abolition of
ALL prisons.

We realize the domestic war on us and the international war on the Middle East
are merely continuations of a war thousands of years old against people and
other forms of life.  However, it has come time to make the decision to liberate
ourselves, or have religious fundamentalists fight to the death over who gets to
enslave life on earth.

Below: one more Bolivian uprising to add to the list.

In this little issue:
Rachel Corrie Tribute
Hook, Line and Sinker
(what this war is REALLY about)
Muffin Man SpeaksOut (Craig on WAR)
Local War News
A Truely Wingnut Proposal

piratepress@graffiti.net
Send your love letters and hate mail to:

Friday morning, Camp Rachel found itself infested with cops who informed them that a
new “law” had been passed and the camp needed to break down all its structures. This
was a lie. Organizers later found, through the support of State Senator Kline, that the
law only banned camping (as in sleeping) and closed tents. As many of the structures
erected were open tarp shelters, the camp realized after they had completed the
breakdown that a presence could legally be maintained. Another reason the
“emergency” WAC was called there was the possible conflict with a permitted “Support
Our Troops” rally on the Capitol Campus.
The camp started with the autonomous action of five people on Tuesday 5p.m., and it
grew to 40 by midnight that night. Organizers estimated 300 were present Friday during
the day. The space was used as a gathering space, a living space, a location on a
major roadway to show solidarity, and a location from where peace activists could easily
lobby legislators during the day. Organizers plan to resurrect the Peace Camp as soon
as possible.
Pepper Spray Incident Friday night, there was pepper spray when the police got a bit
nervous; no provocation. One woman who was acting as a traffic guard for the crowd of
about 1000 was assaulting by motor-cycle cops, who  hit her with their bikes and
rammed into her several times. She had tread marks on her clothes.Her  middle-aged
friend placed himself between the police and her, and was thrown on the ground. These
acts of aggression provoked the otherwise peaceful crowd, which swarmed the area
around the arresting officers. At this point pepper spray was discharged, with four
people receiving strong hits. The man was arrested, and taken to jail. After being
booked and released, he and a lawyer swing by city hall, which just happens to be in a
police accountability campaign meeting, tell the story, and fill out some statements,
before they return to the peaceful march and vigil.
The march went down Capital to Sylvester Park, where people rallied. The march then
went through central Olympia, and wound around and back to Sylvester Park. There
were speakers and some music before the police shut the electricity off (apparently,
their permits had expired).
 Funeral Procession Friday there was a funeral procession that visited many stops
throughout downtown Olympia, including congressional and gubernatorial offices. The
march ended with a stop at the local Gannet newspapers office, The Olympian. The
main issue with the newspaper, came from a statement published by their editorial staff
this past Tuesday, which reminded those whom had been against military conflict that,
“This is no time to walk away from President Bush, the nation’s commander in chief.
The publisher of the paper responded to the question of “Who’s Media? Our Media!” by
coming outside. Although he met with representatives from the group and said the
paper would consider allowing the group to pen a response piece that would be run, he
gave no guarantees. A man not associated with the protesters or the newspaper started
assaulting protesters, by attempting to beat them with their signs. The protesters
appealed to the Olympia Police Force that was present, but they refused to pursue the
assailant saying they had been given orders to remain in their vehicles.

@ the Olympia Zine Library
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Give the non-fascist liberals
at WIP and Media Island
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Nazi Germany kids?

Tap into the resistance now
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Hi friends and family and others,
This is my first real attempt at a large dispatch out, since I’ve been
having some trouble using the
first list I told many of you
about. I know
there are a lot of loved-ones and
just interested-ones out there
who aren’t on this list, so please
forward it to others or ask them
to send me an e-mail at
corporatepenguin@hotmail.com
and I will sign them up. I know
some of you may be surprised
to hear from me— let alone
from me in the Gaza strip... so
feel free to e-mail questions if
you have them, although I have
very limited access to e-mail
right now— mostly due to
limited time. I am asking
people who care about me— or
just have some passing interest in me—to use my presence in occupied
Palestine as a reason to actively search for information about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and of course particularly about the role of the
United States in perpetuating it. I am here because I recognize that as a
citizen of the United States I have some responsibility for what is
happening here. I’m also here because I need to see for myself. I want to
suggest a few resources for people who may be new to the issue— or
who are solely reliant on the US media—everything always of course
through the lens of critical thought: www.palsolidarity.org This is the
website of the International Solidarity movement, which I am working
with here. There are two others— soon to be three— in Rafah from
Olympia, so if you check out the reports section you can hear from them.
www.ahram.org Al Ahram daily is a newspaper produced in Egypt—

Letter frLetter frLetter frLetter frLetter from Rom Rom Rom Rom Racacacacachel Corhel Corhel Corhel Corhel Corrierierierierie
(Ed. Note: We refuse to turn Rachel’s death into a politcal argument.
Read her words and hear her arguments.  We feel deep sorrow for her
family and close friends.)

severely increase. And for what? The U.S. rhetorical line of â??liberating the Iraqi
people from dictator Saddamâ?? is as much bullshit as our historical line of helping to
spread freedom and democracy around the world. Surely Saddam is guilty of massive
atrocities, but so are many other world leaders. Sure Saddam may have had or
continue to have weapons of mass destruction, but so do many evil leaders of nations
around the world. Just why is it we have not targeted Israel and Sharon in the same
manner as Saddam? Why is it leaders of the United States have not targeted the U.S.
government for its weapons of mass destruction and incredible history of terrorist and
murderous atrocities? Similar to Bush Seniorâ??s Gulf War, this is another war for U.S.
corporations and for the protection and, more importantly, expansion of the U.S.
economy. With the incredible oil reserves in the region and the potential for U.S.
corporations to have a hand in building and ruling a future Iraq nation, the motives are
quite obvious. Of course, it wouldnâ??t be just if the U.S. did not claim that it was taking
action against a horrible dictator for humanitarian purposes.

As the U.S. led military campaign gets fully under way in the very near future, the
question remainsâ?¦ how far is the anti-war movement in the United States willing to go
to stop the U.S. government and its unceasing atrocities? How far are you willing to go,
what are you willing to do to stop the massive bloodshed once again caused by the U.S.
government?

Olympia Actions: Bridge Takeover, round-the-clock peace
camp, and marches by Olympia 9:30pm Sat Mar 22 ‘03 (Modified on
9:51pm Sat Mar 22 ’03) (taken from seattle.indymedia.org and modified
more by us)

 Bridge Action Thursday morning between 9am and 10 am, six people locked down on
the 4th avenue bridge, successfully disrupting traffic between the downtown and the
Westside areas of Olympia for approximately 45 minutes by blocking the main  bridge
connecting the two. The cops tried using force to rip apart the protesters,  while the
screams of about 40 supporters filled in the background. The officers then cut the lock
boxes off with circular hack saws, and arrested the six protesters. Two additional people
were arrested. The arrests occurred within the vicinity of the action, when people blocked
the 5th Ave. bridge with giant PVC pipes from the construction area.
 The supporters left the scene and began marching towards the jail. There was a light
police presence trailing  them. After reaching their jail destination and demanding the
release of the prisoners, the diminished groups split up. Some stayed behind to assist
with Jail Solidarity, while a separate crowd headed toward the freeway on-ramp. But after
a brief discussion of possible consequences, the group turned around and took to the
sidewalk,  where a police phalanx intercepted them and ordered them off the street.
There were, no additional arrests. All arrestees were cited and released after identifying
themselves.
Peace Encampment  “Peace Camp,” later named “Camp Rachel” (after murdered
Olympia native and activist Rachel Corrie), started on the Capitol lawn Tuesday night and
persisted with and without  permits through Friday afternoon. It was ruled temporarily
illegal through the bureaucratic and undemocratic means of an “emergency” WAC ruling
(their pun; Washington Administrative Code) that allows for “emergency” situations that
can make camping illegal for up to 120 days, camp organizers are now tied up in legal
jumbles and have seven days to appeal.  This ruling, created by the state Office of
General Administration, makes camping on the capitol campus (which has been legal
since 1999, organizers found after research earlier in the week) effectively illegal. Early



english language. Graham Usher has been suggested to me as one of the
best reporters on Palestine. Ha’aretz: Ha’aretz is a maintstream Israeli
daily— available in English free online— but I don’t remember the
address. www.merip.org Middle East Reports www.electronicintifada.org
This Palestinian-produced website provides thorough accounting of the
impact of occupation on the people of Palestine. Also— if you don’t
know any of the history I suggest the book “One Land, Two Peoples” as a
starting point... but again.. I can’t remember who wrote it. I also have an
annotated bibliography of things I read before I left if anyone is
interested. I have been in Palestine for two weeks and one hour now, and
I still have very few words to describe what I see. It is most difficult for
me to think about what’s going on here when I sit down to write back to
the United States. Something about the virtual portal into luxury. I don’t
know if many of the children here have ever existed without tank-shell
holes in their walls and the towers of an occupying army surveying them
constantly from the near horizons. I think, although I’m not entirely sure,
that even the smallest of these children understand that life is not like this
everywhere.
An eight-year-old was shot and killed
by an Israeli tank two days before I
got here, and many of the children
murmer his name to me: Ali—or point
at the posters of him on the walls. The
children also love to get me to
practice my limited arabic by asking
me “Kaif Sharon?” “Kaif Bush?” and
they laugh when I say “Bush
Majnoon” “Sharon Majnoon” back in my limited arabic. (How is Sharon?
How is Bush? Bush is crazy. Sharon is crazy.) Of course this isn’t quite
what I believe, and some of the adults who have the English correct me:
Bush mish Majnoon... Bush is a businessman. Today I tried to learn to say
“Bush is a tool”, but I don’t think it translated quite right. But anyway,
there are eight-year-olds here much more aware of the workings of the
global power structure than I was just a few years ago— at least
regarding Israel. Nevertheless, I think about the fact that no amount of
reading, attendance at conferences, documentary viewing and word of
mouth could have prepared me for the reality of the situation here. You
just can’t imagine it unless you see it— and even then you are always
well aware that your experience of it is not at all the reality: what with the
difficulties the Israeli Army would face of they shot an unarmed US

Here are some suggestions for the necessary creation of an atmosphere of unrest and
disruption in the United States.

1) Attack the financial centers of the country. Using covert or black block techniques,
depending on the situation, physically shut down financial centers which regulate and
assist the functioning of U.S. economy. This can be done in a variety of ways from
massive property destruction, to online sabotage, to physical occupation of buildings.
However the latter I would shy away from, especially the open civil disobedience type of
activities which purposely involve arrests. This movement needs all the assistance it
can get and absolutely NO good will come from going to jail. Allowing yourself to be
purposely arrested demonstrates that an individual has at least some faith in the U.S.
legal system. This is completely foolish. One primary objective is to engage in serious
unrest and disruption and NOT to get caught. Not getting caught means you are able to
continue the struggle the next day.

2) Large scale urban rioting. With massive unrest and even state of emergencies
declared in major cities across the country, the U.S. government will be forced to send
U.S. troops into the domestic arena thereby taking resources and political focus away
from the war. Unstable conditions in much of the country also serve as a political
embarrassment for the Administration and could assist in forcing them to stop the war
to deal with domestic concerns. Rioting should be focused on governmental agencies
and corporations â?? especially those that are profiting from the war or destruction of
life.

3) Attack the media centers of the country. It is the corporate media who has and
continues to influence and control the minds of the mass body of people in the United
States. These new media outlets cannot be utilized by the movement as they are owned
by the very corporations one should be opposing. Using any means necessary, shut
down the national networks of NBC, ABC, CBS, CNN, etc. Not just occupations but
actually engage in strategies and tactics which knock the networks off the air.

4) Spread the battle to the individuals responsible for the war and destruction of life â??
the very heads of government and U.S. corporations. No longer should these people be
able to hide behind their occupations, living their lives in peace while they
simultaneously slaughter countless people. Hit them in their personal lives, visit their
homes, and make them feel personally responsible for committing massive atrocities.

5) Make it known publicly that this movement DOES NOT support U.S. troops as long
as they are serving an unjust and horrifying political regime. Create an atmosphere
lacking of support to assist U.S. troops at home and abroad in losing their morale and
will to fight. If you are supporting the troops you are supporting this war and the very
U.S. government that is the primary terrorist regime in the international arena.

6) Actively target U.S. military establishments within the United States. Again, following
the above stated goal of NOT getting caught, use any means necessary to slow down
the functioning of the murdering body.

7) When engaging in the above six activities, strike hard and fast and retreat in
anonymity. Select another location, strike again hard and fast and quickly retreat in
anonymity. Engage only in actions where you will be victorious. Do not be concerned
with alienating the mainstream sectors of the movement â?? that mainstream has
NEVER stopped a U.S. military activity or war. Do not get caught. DO NOT GET



citizen, and with the fact that I have money to buy water when the army
destroys wells, and the fact, of course, that I have the option of leaving.
Nobody in my family has been shot, driving in their car, by a rocket
launcher from a tower at the end of a major street in my hometown. I
have a home. I am allowed to go see the ocean. Ostensibly it is still quite
difficicult for me to be held for months or years on end without a trial
(this because I am a white US citizen, as opposed to so many others).
When I leave for school or work I
can be relatively certain that there
will not be a heavily armed
soldier waiting half way between
mud bay and downtown olympia
at a checkpoint with the power to
decide whether I can go about my
business, and whether I can get
home again when I’m done. So, if
I feel outrage at arriving and
entering briefly and incompletely
into the world in which these
children exist, I wonder
conversely about how it would be
for them to arrive in my world.
They know that children in the
United States don’t usually have
their parents shot and sometimes
get to see the ocean. But once
you have seen the ocean and lived in a silent place, where water is taken
for granted and not stolen in the night by bulldozers, and spent an
evening when you didn’t wonder if the walls of your home might
suddenly fall inward waking you from your sleep, and met people who
have never lost anyone— once you have experienced the reality of a
world that isn’t surrounded by murderous
towers, tanks, armed “settlements” and now a giant metal wall, I wonder
if you can forgive the world for all the years of your childhood spent
existing—just existing— in resistance to the constant stranglehold of the
worlds fourth largest military apparatus—backed by the worlds only
superpower— in its attempt to erase you from your home. That is
something I wonder about these children. I wonder what would happen
if they really knew.
As an afterthought to all this rambling— I am in Rafah: A city of about

activities that the message is getting out into the media and thus people in this country
and around the world are learning that not everyone supports Bushâ??s war. Yet, from
a strategical standpoint there is absolutely no realistic foundation to the belief that this
form of public education can and will have any effect on the governmentâ??s decision
to use military force in Iraq. Again, glancing back to the Vietnam period when the
protests were even larger, when more people gathered and the tactics were even
broader than those utilized today, Nixon refused to listen to the public and continued on
with the war.

During the past few weeks cries have emerged from the â??progressiveâ?? sectors of
U.S. society concerning Bushâ??s statement that the anti-war movement is a mere
focus group and would not effect his ultimate decision. This should provide at least
some indication that the large parties â?? which some might call protests or rallies â??
are not capable of generating the needed pressure which could actually force the
government to stop. If it hasnâ??t ever occurred throughout U.S. history and, arguably,
the U.S. government is more powerful now than ever, there is no precedent on which to
base this faulty behavior and activity. Yet, the large mainstream peace groups continue
to give caring U.S. people false hope, that if they get involved in the movement there is
actually a chance they can help stop the war.

If we are going to become serious about stopping this war, and even the U.S. led
atrocities of tomorrow, we must be realistic about our strategies and tactics and actually
begin to utilize those methodologies which can and will challenge the power structure of
the country. Yes, I am speaking of direct action, but not the generalized version spouted
freely today and used to describe primarily conscience serving endeavors. An action is
direct if it actually gets in the way, prevents, or stops an injustice from occurring.
Unfortunately, the government sanctioned peace parades do not fit into this description.
Even though public education is an inherent necessity of any movement, the time for
public education by relying upon corporate mediaâ??s interpretation of your events has
long since passed â?? if it was ever valuable.

The only possibility of stopping this current military action is to engage in strategies and
tactics which severely disrupt the war machine, the U.S. economy, and the overall
functioning of U.S. society particularly how it relates to consumerism and the economy.
Marches, picketing, rallies, parties, benefits, civil disobedience and even property
destruction are pointless, and perhaps even counterproductive, unless they serve to
severely disrupt the functioning of the political system and its economy. An atmosphere
of severe unrest, if manufactured properly, will force the U.S. government to place
military resources in the streets of the United States, will threaten the economy (the
chief motive behind this military excursion) of the United States, and ultimately create a
political atmosphere unfavorable for Bush to continue on with the war.

So how is an atmosphere of severe unrest and disruption generated? First and
foremost, it must begin with our ability to look beyond the business as usual strategies
and tactics that have failed miserably in the past. It must begin with our allegiance to
come to terms with the realization that any and all tactics and strategies must be
considered at least available for use. Next we must be willing to decipher exactly how
the power of the political structure can be effectively challenged. Once this matter has
been examined there is only one question remaining, will each of us become involved
and use whatever tactics and strategies are necessary, or will we refuse and continue
to engage solely in conduct which serves little other purpose than making people feel
better about themselves.



140,000 people, approximately 60 percent of whom are refugees—
many of whom are twice or three times refugees. Rafah existed prior to
1948, but most of the people here are people—or descendants of
people—who were relocated here from their homes in historic
Palestine—now Israel. Rafah was split in half when the Sinai returned to
Egypt. Currently, the Israeli army is building a fourteen-meter-high wall
between Rafah, Palestine and the border, and carving a no-mans land
from the houses along the border. 602 homes have been completely
bulldozed according to the Rafah Popular Refugee Committee. The
number of homes that have been partially destroyed is greater. Today as
I walked on top of the rubble where homes once stood Egyptian soldiers
called to me from the other side of the border: “Go! Go!” because a tank
was coming. And then waving and “what’s your name?”. Something
disturbing about this friendly curiosity. It reminded me of how much, to
some degree, we are all kids curious about other kids. Egyptian kids
shouting at strange women wandering into the path of tanks. Palestinian
kids shot from the tanks when they peak out from behind walls to see
what’s going on. International
kids standing in front of tanks
with banners. Israeli kids in
the tanks anonymously—
occasionally shouting— and
also occasionally waving—
many forced to be here, many
just agressive— shooting into
the houses as we wander
away. In addition to the
constant presence of tanks
along the border and in the
western region between Rafah
and settlements along the
coast, there are more IDF
towers here than I can count.
Along the horizon— at the
end of streets. Some just army
green metal— others these
strange spiral staircases
draped in some kind of netting to make the activity within anonymous.
Some hidden just beneath the horizon of buildings. A new one went up
the other day in the time it took us to do laundry and cross town twice to

As the U.S. led military campaign gets fully under way in the very near future, the
question remainsâ?¦ how far is the anti-war movement in the United States willing to go
to stop the U.S. government and its unceasing atrocities? How far are you willing to go,
what are you willing to do to stop the massive bloodshed once again caused by the U.S.
government?
As the Commander in Chief of the United States gears up at 8:00 pm (EST) to tell the
nation and the world that war is inevitable, that the window of opportunity for Saddam to
disarm and destroy his â??weapons of mass destructionâ?? has expired, serious
questions need to be posed to the privileged anti-war movement in the United States.
With massive U.S. led bombing of Iraq perhaps just hours away, the question remains,
how far is the anti-war movement in the United States willing to go to stop the U.S.
government and its unceasing atrocities?

So far the peace or anti-war movement in this country has mirrored the same strategies
and tactics of past historical anti-war causes. By far the most important example to
reference is that of the Vietnam anti-war movement in the United States during the
1960s and 1970s. Well over a million people participated in this effort, engaging in a
variety of tactics and strategies in an attempt to stop the war, or even to prevent its
further escalation. From public education to picketing, boycotts to lobbying, marches to
massive civil disobedience, to even outright suicide in the numerous cases of individuals
lighting themselves on fire in protest, the Movement was extremely diverse. There was
even a decent contingency of property destruction that occurred, no doubt condemned
by the mainstream corporate peace organizations.

With all this activity, with the incredible amount of participation, one would assume this
would have been more than enough to stop the war, to pressure the federal government
to pull out of Southeast Asia. Furthermore, when soldiers such as Ron Kovic, returned
from the war angry and disillusioned and formed organizations such as the Vietnam
Veterans Against the War, even more intense pressure was placed on the U.S.
government. But it was not enough. None of the strategies and tactics applied during
the Vietnam anti-war movement in the United States were enough, either individually or
combined, to stop the U.S. governmentâ??s military horrors. At the height of the
Movement, Nixonâ??s response was not to stop the war but to initiate his policy of
Vietnamization. This ingenious plan allowed the U.S. government to weaken the anti-
war movement while continuing on with the war for another five years. When the peace
accords were finally signed in Paris in 1973, they were more a result of the incredible
success of the Viet Cong than any realistic effectiveness of the anti-war cause.

Each of the anti-war movements that have surfaced in the United States since then have
attempted to mirror, to an absolutist extent, the strategies and tactics that failed during
the Vietnam anti-war struggle. In fact these same strategies and tactics have been used
in nearly all U.S. anti-war movements throughout history and the fact remains, never in
U.S. history has any anti-war or peace movement actually prevented or ceased a U.S.
military operation or war. And yet continuously, anti-war movements in the United States
fall into the same mold of ineffective activism that stands absolutely no chance of
threatening or challenging the power structure of the U.S. government.

In the current day, protests in select locations such as Washington, DC, New York, San
Francisco, Los Angles, Portland, and more are considered successful due only to the
numbers of people in attendance. The common argument is stated in defense of these

Craig Rosebraugh on the Anti-War struggle



hang banners. Despite the fact that some of the areas nearest the border
are the original Rafah— families who have lived on this land for at least

a century, only the 1948 camps in the
center of the city are Palestinian
controlled areas under Oslo. But as far as
I can tell there are few-if-any places that
are not within the sights of some tower or
another. Certainly nowhere invulnerable
to apache helicopters or the cameras of
invisible drones we hear buzzing over the
city for hours at a time. I’ve been having

trouble accessing news about the outside world here, but I hear an
escalation of war on Iraq is inevitable. There is a great deal of concern
here about the “reoccupation of Gaza”. Gaza is reoccupied every day to
various extents— but I think the fear is that the tanks will enter all the
streets and remain here— instead of entering some of the streets and then
withdrawing after some hours or days to observe and shoot from the
edges of the communities. I went to a rally a few days ago in KhanYounis
in solidarity with the people of Iraq. Many analogies were made about the
continuing suffering of the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation
and the upcoming occupation of Iraq by the United States— not the war
itself— but the certain aftermath of the war. If people aren’t already
thinking about the consequences of this war for the people of the entire
region then I hope you will start. I also hope you’ll come here. We’ve
been wavering between five and six internationals. The neighborhoods
that have asked us for some form of presence are Yibna, Tel El Sultan, Hi
Salam, Brazil, Block J, Zorob, and Block O, as
well as the need for constant night-time presence
at a well on the outskirts of Rafah after the Israeli
army destroyed the two largest wells (providing
half of the water for Rafah according to the
municiple water office) last week. Many of these
places have requested internationals to be present
at night to attempt to shield houses from further
demolition. After about ten pm it is very difficult
to move at night because the Israeli army treats anyone in the streets as
resistance and shoots at them. So clearly we are too few. I continue to
believe that my home, Olympia, could gain a lot and offer a lot by
deciding to make a commitment to Rafah in the form of a sister-
community relationship. Some teachers and children’s groups have

expressed interest in e-
mail exchanges, but this
is only the tip of the
iceberg of solidarity
work that could be done.
Many people want their
voices to be heard, and I
think we need to use
some of our privilege as
internationals to get
those voices heard
directly in the US, rather
than through the filter of
well-meaning
internationals such as
myself. I am just
beginning to learn from
what I expect to be a
very intense tuteledge in
the ability of people to
organize against all
odds, and to resist
against all odds.
Thanks for the news
I’ve been getting from
friends in the US. I just read a
report back from a friend who organized a peace group in Shelton,
Washington, and was able to be part of a delegation to the large January
18th protest in Washington DC. People here watch the media, and they
told me again today that there have been large protests in the United
States and “problems for the government” in the UK. So thanks for
allowing me to not feel like a complete polyanna when I tentatively tell
people here that many people in the United States do not support the
policies of our government, and that we are learning from global
examples how to resist.

my love to olympia.
Rachel
Visit a memorial website people made at:
http://www.distanceeddesign.com/rachel/



(How the US public got scooped, duped and pooped on)

ed. Note: if you have never been
fishing, you might not understand.

It would be easy to start with the
presidential coup, or the whole yet-to-be-
investigated 911 Reichstag fire, but why
not just talk about the war on Iraq since
everyone is doing it, ohhh yeah.

What about the war in Afghanistan. Not
the war against “terror”, but the US
military continuing to kill people there in
the name of the “drug” war too.   What
about the Caspian Sea pipeline?  What

about our pipeline?  That was ok since everyone bit the hook and felt it
tug on their lips.  When the “official” pentagon death toll of those killed
in Afghanistan exceeded those dead on 911, the corporate media had to
talk about something else.  But in that time the fascist patRIOT Act
legalized all the most insane propaganda tricks of the COINTELPRO
years.  Just ask Geronimo Pratt, one of the only surviving
COINTELPRO victims, about it.  Once the hook was set, then the
government reeled us in.

Some of us got disturbed about our own political activism and the scope
of the Gestapo.  High profile missing kids and expecting moms became
missing and often killed.  Everyone looked at each other with an eye of
skepticism.  Fascism seemed like a “way” to stop the madness.  Then
the Iraq war talk brewed.  How could we think about putting two and
two together.  The government needed to “land” all dissidents at home
and abroad.

The war on Iraq is two fold.  The main objective is not oil, but world

Hook, Line       and Sinker
 domination.  The whole UN weapons inspectors bit is smoke screen for oil,
and oil is a smoke screen for world domination.  The US could wage war on
any country in the name of cheaper oil and most people in the US would be
happy to go along with it.  No one but the fascist governments of Spain,
Italy, and now the Brits would go along with it if the US came out and said it
was all about oil.  Maybe Tony Blair thinks it is all about oil and doing
favors for Goliath.  But the histories of Spain and Italy shows they are
willing to jump on the next wave of world dominance any chance they get.
And Japan wants in too.  All the other governments are scrambling to make
some sort of statement that clears their guilty consciousnesses before all this
begins.  The former “axis” is now the “allies”.

Now that the US could declare war on and invade any country in the world,
dissident countries make mild comments.  Only North Korea has the guts to
challenge the US, and they have nukes and over a million in their army! US
dissidents shit their pants with fear of the legalized war on them, and reduce
themselves to sign holding pedestrians and street exercise walkers.  We
forgot to resist when we really needed to.  We gave up our tiny amount of
freedom for the myth of security.  Or were we never really free or secure,
and was it all a lie before all this began?

We did tolerate “Taliban” concentration
camps in Cuba.  We did tolerate the
pipeline through Afghanistan and our
own backyard.  But now we are outraged
over a country the US has continuously
bombed since 1991.  Not to mention the
sub human conditions we make people
in our community without homes go
through or the largest prison system in
the world.

But what can we do about any of this.  I could tell you but I would be sitting
in a windowless cell for the rest of my life awaiting a military tribunal.  But
then again I could tell someone through the vent that I did my part for
freedom.


